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~ | THE Allygurh Institute Gazetie, of the 20th June, in its 
lecal news columns, states that thieves give much trouble 
at the Delhi Gate, in the close proxgmity of which cultiva- 
tion is carried on. In the harvest season they fearlessly 
pack up corn in bundles out of the grain-stores and carry it 
away. Lately they went so far as to kill a kahar who was 
sleeping in his field, and after wrapping up the corpse in a 
cloth, placed it in a corner of the place in which the grain, 
&c., of the deceased were kept. 


_ The authorities are asked to-take steps for removing the 
grievance. 


The same paper remarks that, in order to ensure the 

permanency of its rule in India, and remove all fear of the 

- invasion of a foreign foe, such as the Russians, Government 
ought to do all in its power to win over the hearts of its 

Indian subjects, so that they may regard the English Go- 
vernment as their own, and to remove all distinction between 

the rulers and the ruled. It should coneede to them all the 


rights and privileges enjoyed by Euglishmen in England, 
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and admit them to a fair share in the Government of the 
country, by conferring on them higher dffices both in the Civil 
and Military branch of the public service. . The editor is glad 

_ to observe that the question as to the eligibility of the natives 
of India to preferments in the Civil Service has already 

attracted the attention of Government, and would point out 
the desirability of throwing open to them the higher offices 
in the Military Department as well as in the Civil. At 
present Natives rise no higher in the army than a risaldarship, 
which is extremely discouraging to them. 


The Roznamcha, of the 23rd June, wonders that no steps 
should be taken by Government for putting a stop to the 
oppressions practised on the people by the budmashes of Ali 
Gunj and Chand Gunj in the city of Lucknow. These are 
said to be carried to such an extreme that many of the poor 
inhabitants have quitted their houses and settled in other 
places.. It is added that the police constables, although they 
must be aware of all that passes in the mohullahs of the city, 
never make a report of these oppressions to their superiors: 
Government is asked to see to this. 


The Marwar Gazetie, of the 30th June, under the heading 
‘‘ Umballa,” notices a daring case of highway robbery in 
Mouzah Kehree, the particulars being these. A maiden, 
who wore some ornaments, was passing on the road, accom- 
panied by a lad of ten years of age, when a budmash coming 
up seized the lad and. suspended hini to.a tree, and then took 
off the ornaments from the woman’s person and made off. © 

The Jubbulpore Samachar, of the 1st July, has an article 
on municipal taxation. The drift is that, though the object 
with which the tax is levied is a good one, it is to be regretted. 
that only a small portion of it is spent for the benefit of the © 
people who are chiéfly affeeted by it, the greater’ part being 
laid out in objects for the comfort and convehience of the 
European officers. For instance, while the repair and clean- 
liness of thé roads frequented by the officers are well attend. 
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ed to, those of the lanes and bye-streets of the city are very 
much neglected. Inlike manner, many of the other needful 
comforts of thie people, for which the -nunicipal tax is pro- 
fessedly raised, are disregarded ; and for this reason it is that 
the latter are. sometimes heard to blame Government for in- 
justice in levy ing the tax from them without spending it for 
their benefit. In the editor’s opinion, all this is due chiefly — 
to the appointment of ignorant and unthoughtful Natives as 
members of municipal committees, who far from passing in- 
dependent opinions on measures with which the interests of 
their fellow countrymen are closely connected, are apt simply 
to second the European officers in all they say or propose. 

A propos of this, the editor would also invite attention to — 
the evil consequences resulting from the new systeni intro- 
duced in some cities, urider which the octroi-tax is no longer 
collected at the choongee stations, but a slip showing the 
weight and kind of the article, and the octroi due on it, is 
furnished to thé owner, who has then to go to the tehseelee 
and pay the duty entered in the slip. This system, which 
the writer believes has been introduced in several towns of 
the Central Provinces, and which he knows from personal 
experience to be in force at Hoshungabad, though useful to 
some extent in having put a check to extortion and unfair 
play on the part of choongee mohurrirs, is a cause of serious 
inconvenience to the owners of goods, who, in some cases, are 
detained the whole day in the tehseel in order to pay the 
octroi and obtain a receipt. This is specially felt as a hard- 


ship by those who bring vegetables and like things of a small 
value for sale in a town. 


The same paper. has been intel that Mr. Berrill, 
District Superintendent of Police (who has now been trans- 
ferred to Khundwa), when he went on a hunting excursion 
towards Hurda lately, among other attendants, took two police 
constables with him to assist him in the pursuit of game. 


Both of these were attacked by a tiger, one of them having 
died. 
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In the editer’s opmion, the officer had-no right toeem- 
ploy public servants in this way in his private business, and 
he asks if he will take upon himself to support the family of 
the deceased constable. _ 


A correspondent of the Strachey Gazette, of the same date, 
states that, in order to prevent thefts, which have of late been 
very prevalent in Jullundhur, the Deputy Commissioner 
issued orders for the arrest of all the budmashes in the city. In 
accordance with this order, 64 persons were apprehended and 
placed in custody, out ‘of whom more than half the number 
have been released after furnishin g securities of Rs. 200 each. 


The writer obj ects to the plan of releasin g bad characters 
on bail, which he thinks is little likely to put an effective 
check to thefts; and he would also invite attention to the ne- 
cessity of putting a stop to gambling, which is said to be very 
common in the city. 


The Akhbar-i-Alam, of the 3rd. J “= wonders that the No« 
tification regarding the examination of natives of India in 
- London by the committee of the House of Commons upon the 
East Indian Finance was not published either in the English 
er the Oordoo North-Western Provinces’ Gazette up to that 
date (3rd July), although it had appeared in the Government 
Gazettes of other presidencies before that time, and the Oudh 
Government even took the precaution to issue a Grazetie Extre- 
ordinary for the purpose. The editor finds fault: with the 
North-West Government for the delay, seeing that the 14th of 
July was fixed as the date after which no applications could 
be received by the Local Governments. | 


In its local news columns, the same paper comphains of 
the disgraceful state of some of the streets of the sudder ba- 
- zaar (Meerut), such asthe street in front of the houses of 
charcoal-sellers, which remains muddy on account of carriages 


for hire which are kept there being washed on it; and points 
‘out the need of cleaning and repairing them. . 
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- The Rosnamcha, of the 4th July, in its columns of local 
news, notices @ serious case of dacoity. Moonshee Hur Per- 
shaud, an employé in the banking firm of the late’ Baboo 
Chhotee Lall Shah, having started from Lucknow towards Na- — 
wabgunj (Oonao) with his family, on a pilgrimage to the 
shrine of Kusumree Devee, arrived near the temple in the 
evening, when a gang of dacoits, armed with lathies, suddenly 
fell upon the party, stripped the women and children of all 
their ornaments, estimated at Rs. 800 or Rs. 900, besides 
plundering all the other proprety, and also beat the men of 
the party very severely. Having done this, the robbers made 
off with the spoils, and the poor moonshee after making a 
report of the incident to the — returned home in great 
distress, — aii cae ai: 


A case of theft which — at the house of Bhawa- 
hee Deen in Khuttree Mohullah, situated near Mooshkgunj 
(Lucknow), and in which the whole of the property in the 
house, estimated at Rs. 100, was carried away, is also noticed. 
The editor considers the case an important one, seeing that 
the poor owner was robbed of his all. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the same 
date draws attention to the filthy state of the town of Ram- 
ghat in the Boolundshuhur District, said to be owing to the 
people having no privies in connection with their houses, and 
using the roads for necessary purposes, although a public 
latrine exists in the town. In the writer’s opinion, a strict order 
should be issued, directing the people to use the latrine. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Nirsa Gunj (Mynpoory), states that in none of the districts 
jn the North-Western Provinces are robberies so common as 
at Mynpoory. From January till June as many as six dacoi- 
ties have been perpetrated at different places, by armed bands 
of about 40 or 50 robbers. Among other cases, the writer 
mentions the one which recently occurred at Sirsa Gunj, and 
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in which eight of the offenders were arrested by the police 
of that place tis Jp 

- The correspondent eoinackes: that, though in all these cases | 
the exertions of the police were commendable, it is to be re- 
‘ gretted that the claims of the subordinate police officials who 
were instrumental in tracing them out have been overlooked 
by the district au thorities, which is highly discouraging to 
them, while the superior officers reserved all the rewards to 
themselves. He thinks this extremely unjust, and is of opinion 
that if the following measures were adopted by the Inspector- 
General of Police a check would be put to the crime, and in 


the event’ of any cases naPPonngs eta d would be — 
traced out :— 


(a.) A rule should be laid down to the effect that when 
any serious criminal cases may happen in a district, and 
through the exertions of the police officials nominated for 
conducting inquiries into them, the offenders are successfully 
traced out, the district Superintendent of Police should test the 
value of the services of each of the officials concerned in the 


inquiry, and recommend them for rewards and promotions 
accordingly. 


(6.) In districts such as Mynpoory, where dacoits and 
outlaws from foreign cities abound, a special police should be 
posted for the ‘arrest of the offenders. 


An Allygurh correspondent of the same paper notices a 
serious case of highway robbery, said to have happened in that 
district. One Niyaz Ahmed, resident of Bndaon, who was 
coming from Bhurtpore with his family in a carriage, after 
leaving Muttra, arrived near Hattrass in the evening, when 
a party of nine or ten budmashes suddenly beset the carriage, 
plundered the inmates of their ornaments and property valued 
Rs. 2,000, and then ran away.. The Magistrate:of Allygurh, 
on. receiving notice what had occurred, issued, orders to the 
Rajah of Moorsan, whose ilaga is situated close to the place, 
and to the head police officer at Hattrass to make inquiries. 


ee ee 


In the correspondent’s opinion, there is little likelihood of 
a trace of the robbery being discovered, and he takes this oc- 
casion to remark generally that since the introduction of 
the railway the protection of the roads has been entirely neg- 
lected by Government, the police chowkees posted at them 
having been abolished, and that to this it is owing that the 
roads have become unsafe. The writer has been informed that 
cases similar to the above are also frequent in other districts, 
and especially so on the Furrukhabad and Mynpoory roads. 


The Muir Gazettie, of the same date, and the Jalwa-i-Tar, 
of the 8th idem, under the heading ‘‘ Moozuffernuggur,”’ 
notice a daring caseofrobbery. Rai Bindrabun, a gentleman 
of Jhunjhana, and an old Government employé at Moozuffer- 
nuggur, was recently on his way from his native town to that 
city, together with his family. He had proceeded some way 
from Thannah Tutawee when a band of dacoits suddenly com- 


ing up: surrounded the whole party, belaboured the Rai and — 


his attendants with lathies till they became senseless, and then 
robbed the women of their ornaments, with which and the 
whole of the other property they made off. No trace of the 
stolen property has been discovered, though two or three of 
the offenders are said to have been captured. 


The editor remarks that unless Government takes effec- 
tive steps for putting a stop to such cases, the people are 
sure to be ruined, and tliey will begin to hold avery low 
opinion of the English Government under which such misrule 
prevails. He thinks Government:-has made a great mistake 
in having settled the Baorees in the Moozuffernuggur District. 
The conséquence of this has been that, notwithstanding a 
special Inspector of a superior grade has been. appointed to 
exercise supervision over them, they are constantly com- 
mitting thefts, dacoities, aiid highway robberies; and the 
writer would, therefore, urge on Government the necessity of 
turning out the Baorees, whose number is very large, from 
the district and settle them on some island. 
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The Punjabi Akhbar, of the 5th July, and the Koh-i-Nur, 
of the same date, give an account of the grand national meet- 
ing held at Buttala under the auspices of Rai Bhag Singh, 
a gentleman of that city, in order to adopt measures for put- 
ting a stop to the custom common among the Khuttrees of 
the Punjab of marrying their daughters in the higher families 
among their nation, called Dha-i-ghur, Char-ghur, and Panch- 
ghur, who, through pride of their high descent, are apt to 
treat the women thus taken in marriage very brutally. 
Notices were issued by the Rai to the leading men of 
that caste in the principal cities of the Punjab desiring 
them to attend the meeting. According to the Koh-t-Nur, 
the number of Khuttrees who were present at the meet- 
ing, which was held in tents at Bhundaryon-ka-Talab, was 
10,000, all of whom unanimously signed an agreement pro- 
mising never to give their daughters in marriage to persons 
of the abovementioned families in future. The Rai gave a 
splendid reception and a sumptuous feast to the whole assembly. 


The Koh-i-Nur, of the same date, bears out the statement 
of the Akhbar-i-Alam, in which the editor took exception to 
the forms of etiquette used by the Secretary to the Punjab 
Government in a vernacular letter lately addressed by him 
to the Maharajah of Cashmere ; and remarks that it is gene- 
rally observed that the officers in the Punjab pay little or no 
attention to the forms of etiquette in addressing Hindoostanee 
gentlemen in writing. The same forms which are used by 
the Lieutenant-Governor in writing to the latter are.used by 
the Deputy Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioner, the 
Engineer, the Headmaster, and other officials. The writer 
considers this extremely objectionable,. and regrets to find 
that in the vernacular communications which emanate from 
Government offices proper regard is not paid to the rank and 
dignity of the addressees. He adds that, though Hindoostanee 
nobles might not care to raise objections to such departures 
from the rules of etiquette, through fear of their being con- 
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strued is egotism, the fact is that no nation in the world is more 
particular about these rules than the Hindoostanees, and that 
the least infringement of them is felt extremely degradin g 


Government i is asked to adopt measures for putting a stop — 
to the abuse. 


The same paper wonders that cases of dacoity and murder. 
should take place on the Lahore and Gujranwallah road every 
year, and yet no steps are taken by the authorities for checking 


them. 
The same paper has the following in its correspondence 
columns :— | 
Nughyana (Jhung).—A theft took place here recently, the 
amount of loss being Rs. 300. 
Umritsur.—At the request of the Dhurmsabha Musum- 
mat Jwala Devi, widow of a famous mahajun named Nain 


Sookh, has agreed to build a pucka enclosure round the Hin- 
doo cremation ground. 


The beautiful temple outside Hathee Durwaza, which cost 
Rs. 20,000, was also built by this virtuous lady. 


The streets of the city are being repaired ; but those which 
are used only by the poor have been neglected. 


The Doorgyana Tank has become so full of dirt and mud 
as to emit an offensive smell, and should be looked to. 


In its local news column, the same paper notices an im- 
portant theft which took place at a shop in the Motee Bazaar 
(Lahore), the loss being Rs. 1,300. Through the exertions 
of Sirdar Chunda Singh, the Police Inspector, the thieves, 
one of whom was an employé and another the nephew of the 


owner of the shop, were arrested. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Alam, of the same date, deplores the 
- state of the inhabitants of Delhi. Amongst the whole popula- 
tion of India no people : are in a more miserable and degrading 


condition. The distress and poverty brought on them since 
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the mutiny of 1857 are well known to all, and, to add to their 
misfortunes, the police of the city practice such oppression 
on them that gentlemen find it difficult to save their honour, and 
every one thinks of quitting the city and settling somewhere 
else, in order to escape from the clutches of the tyrants. 
Each constable, to say nothing of the Deputy Inspectors and 
the Inspectors of Police, is a lord in his sphere, and they all 
are on the most familiar terms with budmashes. Poor persons 
who have no money to satisfy the rapacity of policemen have 
no resource but to submit to their oppressions, and, in case 
any of them resort to the law for redress, the bad characters, in 
the interest of the policemen, thwart their efforts and involve 
them in greater difficulties. Should any criminal case happen, 
the police take advantage of it to vent their fury on the gentle- 
men of the city. The editor illustrates this by an example :-- 
A young man, in his attempt to enter a mosque, the door 
whereof was shut at the time, by jumping over a wall, fell into 
the well known by the name of Mushulchiyon-ka-kunwa, and 
died. On this, Deputy Inspector No. 2, instead of sympa- 
thizing with the father of the deceased, began abusing him in 
the most scurrilous language, in order to extort something from 
him, and it was only when the official found that the man was 
too poor to give anything that he let him go. He then had 
recourse to the people of the mohullah, beat a poor Shahjee 
named Kureem Bukhsh for no fault, and inflicted similar dis- 


graceful treatment on the teacher of the deceased and on other 
persons. oo 


The editor goes on to mention certain instances of the 
haughty and oppressive behaviour of police constables, and 
that, as a ready plan for extorting money, they manage to 
drop a few counterfeit coins into the pockets of passers-by, or 
else tie them in the skirt of their garment, and then by threat- 
ening to take them to the police station, compel them to pay 
whatever they may have with them at the time. 


The attention of Government is invited to the above. 
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The same paper repeats complaints of the mismanagement: 
of the Postal Department. The writer here confines his 
remarks chiefly to the dik overseers. They go on their tour 
of inspection and distribute the d&k-runners’ pay when they 
please, and submit false reports of their work to their 
superiors. Jor instance, the dak-runners of the Gwalior and _ 
Seepree Line get their pay after three months, and sometimes 
still later, although the overseers must draw it from the 
Government treasury month by month. Besides this, the over- 
seers practice extortions on the poor men in other ways, a cer- 
tain sum per annum being collected from each in the shape 
of nuzrana, and so on. In one instance, an overseer collected 
Re. 1 per head from the postmen in his circle on the pretence 
of a kutha (a recital of the Purans) being to take place at his 
house. In another case a postman on the Gwalior line, who 
is said to have been employed by the overseer in charge with- 
out being required to furnish the usual security, ran away 
with a parcel, and yet the official in fault was not brought to 


book. 


The editor attributes all this mismanagement to the fact 
that relatives of the officials of the head office are largely 
employed in the whole department. He wonders that the 
Government rule prohibiting the employment of persons 
related to one another in the same office should be openly vio- 
lated in the Postal Department, the consequence of which is 
that the public duties are performed indifferently ; faults and 
failings are concealed, and cases of theft, &c., are so frequent ; 
moreover employés are deprived of their rights, while new men 
are promoted to high offices. 


Government is asked to see to all this. 


~The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-i- Hind, of the same date, invites 
the attention of the Chief Commissioner to the pitiable condi- 
tion of the talookdars of Oudh. Day by day they are run- 
ning more and more in debt, and their tlagas are changing 
hands. All this is the result of over-assessment on the part 
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of Government, which has been carried to such an extreme 
that after paying the Government revenue little is left to the 
talookdars for their personal expenses ; nay, in ‘some cases 
they find it difficult even to pay the Government jumma and 
the various kinds of cesses levied from them. 


This is especially the case with talookdars who own villages 
in separate places. They are compelled to sell or mortgage 
their estates, and are involved in such difficulties that they are 
heard to say that they would have been happier without such 
zemindarees, which bring them no profit, while they keep them 
at, all times exposed to the risk of imprisonment and disgrace. 


The editor is glad to hear that the Chief Commissioner 
has been pleased to issue orders for a revision of the settlement 
in case of the districts of Luckeenpore and Hurdui; and he 
calls upon that officer, whom he praises for his justice, to en- 
quire into the grievances of the zemindars and talookdars, and. 
see what proportion the jumma fixed on lands under the new 
settlement bears to the proceeds from them, in order that the 
misery and ruin brought on the people by over-assessment may 
be removed. 


The Rifah-i-Am, of the same date, praises Syud Wuzeer 
Ali, Extra Assistant Commissioner of Sealkote, for an im- 
portant service rendered by him, which the editor thinks 
ought to be memorable in the history of that district and is 
worthy of being recognized by Government in some special 
way. Among the Rajpoot tribes among whom infanticide 
was common there is one called Sulahriya Rajpoots, who for 
the most part inhabit Zufferwal (Sealkote). They were ori- 
ginally Hindoos, but most people of the tribe became converts 
to Islam under the Mahomedan rule. The progenitors of 
this tribe were five brothers, after whose names the five sub- 
divisions or castes of the tribe are called. Among these the 
Sulahriya Rajpoots regard themselves as superior to the Raj- 
poots of the other four castes, so much so that, while they 
take the daughters of the latter in marriage, they think it 
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below their rank to give them theirs. Both for this reason, 
and on account of their still adhering to the custom of the 
Hindoo nation, according to which marriages among persons 
descended from the same stock (gotra) are strictly forbidden, 
. the Sulahriya Rajpoots had been in the habit of murdering 
their daughters on their birth. Under the English Govern- 
ment, when a strict prohibition was issued against the crime, 
they reluctantly shunned it to a certain extent, and a few 
daughters were found living in their families. Thus, through 
pride of their high descent, they were compelled to marry 
among the higher castes of the Rajpoots living in remote 
cities, such as the Bhutees of Pindee Bhuttsam and the Jurals 
of Jummoo, on the payment of a large consideration. Besides 
this pecuniary loss, which they felt very hard to bear, the 
daughters thus given in marriage were not allowed to go to 
their parents’ house all their life, or even see their relatives when 
they to came see them. For these reasons, although through 
fear of Government they did not murder their daughters at the 
time of their birth, they brought about their death soon 
after, either by neglecting their support, or by some other 
means. Syud Wuzeer Ali, on taking a census of the girls of 
the Sulahriya tribe in 1867, and finding their number to be only 
half of that of boys in some villages, and one-third in others, 
became convinced of this fact, and saw that there was no pos- 
sibility of the crime being effectually put a stop to, unless the 
Rajpoots of the tribe were to adopt the practice of marrying 
among themselves. To secure this object he convened meetings 
of the leading men of the tribe, and by his continued zeal and. 
energy at last prevailed on them to draw up an agreement 

making it obligatory on each and all persons of the tribe to 

regard marriages among persons of the same stock as lawful. 

This promise has been kept, and since that time Sulahriya 

Rajpoots marry among themselves. 


The editor considers this service of: the Extra Assistant 
Commissiomer highly praiseworthy, and thinks that it should 
be recognized by Government in a marked manner. 


> 
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The Akmal-ul- Akhbar, of the 6th July, states, on a reliable 


authority, that a daring dacoity recently happened ina village 
in Boolundshuhur. A gang of 40 or 50 persons of the Maina 


tribe, armed and mounted on dromedaries, suddenly attacked 


the house of a sowcar named Gunga Ram. The poor man 


gave an alarm, calling the people of the village to come to 
his assistance, but the dacoits instantly cut off his head, and 
at the same time killed a putwaree and a third man on the 
spot. This prevented others from coming in for aid through 
fear. The robbers then compelled the women of the house, 
under threat of death, to reveal where all the property was kept. 
The poor victims made over the keys and pointed out all the 
money and other valuables. The dacoits took possession of 
property estimated at Rs. 35,000, and made off, leaving one 
of the dromedaries, which made much noise, tied to a tree. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, of the 7th July, remarks on the 
inconvenience suffered by the public in consequence of cur- 
rency notes of one presidency not being cashed in another, 
and thinks that a general order should be issued by Govern- 
ment authorizing all Government treasuries to cash the notes 
of any presidency or circle whatever. It adds that the value 
of currency notes is sure to be lowered in the estimation of the 
people if notes of one presidency cannot be cashed in another. 


The same paper, noticing the punishment of a fine of 
Rs. 30 inflicted on the European who lately entered the shrine 
of the Durbar Sahib at Umritsur wearing shoes, wonders 
that European soldiers should daily walk throngh the Jami’ 
Musjid at Delhi with their shoes on without any notice of the 
sacrilege being taken by Government. 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the 8th July, invites the attention of 
Government to the necessity of increasing the number of its 
troops, especially at a time like the present when the Russian 
arms are making a steady progress in Central Asia. The 
editor begins by saying that, while England is praised for its 
wealth, Russia is praised for its military power, and goes on 
to show that to place reliance simply on its wealth, and neg- 


( 475 ) 


lect the enhancement of its military resources, is a mistaken 
policy of the British Government. In former times mahajuns 
devoted their attention to the accumulation of wealth, while 
the sirdars were fond of enlisting troops and erecting forts. 
And what was the result? The latter despoiled the former of 
their riches whenever they pleased, till in time they became 
the rajahs and maharajahs who are now rulers of Native 
States. 


The writer proceeds to say that the English Government 
may be under the impression that for the present it should go 
on filling its coffers, and that in time of any emergency it 
could easily enlist as large an army as might be required. 
This, he says, is an absurd idea, experience having shown that 
raw and undisciplined forces, enrolled in times of emergency, 


instead of being serviceable, generally prove to be the cause of 
discomfiture.. 


For the above reasons, the editor is strongly of opinion 
that the English Government ought to increase the number of 
its troops, especially in India, which is a foreign country, and 
at the same time establish an arsenal at Calcutta for manufac- 
turing arms, in order that there may be no necessity of send- 
ing for them from England i in time of need. 


The Rosnamcha, of the same date, in its local news columns, 
notices a case of highway robbery. Bunsee Dhur, second 
schoolmaster of Mahona (Lucknow), and Gunga Pershad 
were travelling towards that place in a Native cart a 8 o’clock 
p.m. After they had proceeded some way from the police 
station at Bhutanlee a party of robbers attacked the cart 
and carried -away whatever they could get. The police offi- 
cials and the Tehseeldar of Lucknow made a search after the 
robbers, but in vain. 


The editor also mentions the particulars of the fire which 
recently took place in Mouzah Chilolee, Pergunnah, Poorwa, 
in the Oonao District, which burnt a Brahman’s house, toge- 
ther with all the property in it and two female buffaloes, and 
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caused the death by suffocation from the smoke of six persons 
who had concealed themselves 1 in an apartment to escape from 
the fire. | 


The Nasim-i-Jaunpore, of the same date, repeats the often- 
noticed complaint as to the trouble and inconvenience, bodily 
and mental sufferings, pecuniary losses, &c., suffered by those 
who have ‘to deal with the English Courts of law. The most 
trifling suits take up months and years to decide, and all this 
time the parties concerned in them have to attend the Court, 
day byday, neglecting their ordinary business, and to undergo 
- multifarious losses and inconveniences, so that even if the 
poor complainant wins the case, the success is only nominal, 
being more than counterbalanced by the drawbacks suffered. 
The editor warns the people not to resort to Courts as long as 
they can help it. | 


The Akhbar-i-Alam, of the 10th July, praises the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of the Punjab for having generously granted 
Rs. 500 out of his own pocket to relieve Syud Ibraheem from 
the distress brought on him in consequence of Rs. 4,000 worth 
of currency notes, obtained by him at Umballa, having been 
stolen at Umritsur, particulars of which have already been 
given in the Selections. It is observed that this act of His 
Honor is at once a proof of his appreciation of worth, and of 
his magnanimity and sympathy. 


The editor also takes peculiar notice of the remark made 
in the Lieutenant-Governor’s order on the Syud’s case, viz., 
that the notes having come into the hands of a person who. 
received them in good faith, not knowing them to have been 
stolen, their value could not lawfully be recovered from him. 
Reasoning a priort, he thinks that a person who happens to 
purchase stolen property in good faith ought not to be made 
to restore it without being paid the price. The contrary, 
however, is the case. He is at a loss to account for this, and 
fails to see why the same principle should not be applicable in 
the one case as well as in the other. _ 
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In its local news column, the same paper takes notice of a 
serious case which recently happened in the city (Meerut). 
The wife of a tinner of pots, named Imdad Ali, and a resident 
of Inderkote, who appears to have been suspected of immorality, 
mixed some intoxicating drug with ber husband’s food, and 
when he got inebriated, fastened his hands and feet to a 
charpoy,. and then, after putting a halter ‘round his neck, 
set fire to the bedstead, inflicted wounds on his face with a 
knife, and made off, shutting the door of the house. The 
tinner’s brother, seeing smoke rising from the house, entered 
it and quenched the fire. The poor husband died at 11 o’clock 
at night. No trace of the wife has been discov ered. 


The Benares Akhbar, of the same date; in its local. news 
columns, complains of the indifference of the Police Constables 
in the discharge of their duties ; most of them are said to keep 
prostitutes near their chowkees, and to take far more interest 
in gambling than in their own work. 


A correspondent of the same paper repeats complaints as 
to the mischief done by monkeys in some cities of the North- 
Western Provinces, such as Muitra, Agra, Allahabad, &c., 
and urges on Government the necessity of taking prompt 
steps for doing away with the nuisance. 


The correspondent also complains of the inconvenience 
suffered by the inhabitants of Allahabad in consequence of 
the streets there not being lighted on mvonlight nights in the 
rainy season, which are often cloudy. 


The Agra Akhbar, of the same date, thinks that vaieectelie 
Native gentlemen should be allowed to give evidence in Courts 
sitting. Very often a deposition takes up several hours, and 
to have to remain standing all this time is felt extremely un- . 
pleasant by persons of rank. This consideration, coupled with 
the fact that wicked persons often get respectable men sum- 
moned to Court by naming them as their witnesses, makes it 
desirable that every regard should be nad to the rank and dig- 
nity of the latter while there. 
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A correspondent of the same paper complains of the bad 
state of the road leading from Mirzapore to Jounpore, and 
invites the attention of the authorities. to the need of repairing 
it. The writer wonders that'a cess should be collected from 


the people by Government expressly for the repair of roads, 
and yet that they should be so much neglected. 


: Another correspondent of the same paper, who had recently 
‘an occasion to visit Benares, states that on reaching the river 
bank and after having paid the fare to the ferry contractor, he 
wished to hire a boat to convey him to a particular landing- 
place across the river, but that the contractor did not permit 
him to do this, in consequence of which he was ‘put to great 
inconvenience. On inquiring the reason, the writer was told 
that the contractor realizes from the boatmen half of ‘the hire 
they get from passengers, and in case of any of them refusing 
to comply with this extortionate demand, prevents passengers — 
from crossing the river in a boat. As such an arrangement 
subjects the people to great inconvenience, the correspondent 
urges on Government the necessity of seeing to it, and taking 
steps for removing the grievance. 


The Saiyid-ul-Akhbar, of the same date, in its local news 


columns, mentions the following thefts, said to ) have happened 
in the city (Delhi) :— . 


" (a). Ram Chandra, a Brahmin living in Dureeba, lost 
property worth Rs. 60, of which no trace has been discovered. 


(b). Musummat Chhotee, resident of Butasa Gullee, had 


property valued at Rs. 200 stolen from her house. No trace 
of the theft has been found. | 


(c). The house of a person situated in eae Khana 


was broken into, and Rs. 300 worth of Property was carried 
away. 


(dj). A Bhat, who was pene from Shahdura to the sity 
with Rs. 190 about him, was beaten by a party of Goojurs, 
and plundered of the money and other property. Ona search 
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being made some clothes stained with blood were discovered 
and the offenders arrested. | ae 

The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the same date, invites attention 
to the bad state of the Doorga Kund, a tank of great sanctity 
built. by the late Maharanee Ranee Bhawanee, and situated at 
-a short. distance from the city of Benares. On aceount of a 
splendid temple, sacred to the goddess Doorga, being built near 
it, the tank is the resort of numbers of pilgrims, as well as of the 
inhabitants of Benares, who frequent it both through religious 
motives and in order to take exercise, owing to the climate of 
the place being considered healthy and salubrious, while a set 
of shopkeepers have taken up permanent abode there. All 
these use the tank both for washing and drinking purposes, 
while in the rainy season, when the water of the Ganges 
becomes dirty, the city people prefer bathing in it. It is to 
be. regretted that at present this tank has become so much 
covered with mud that the water in all places i 1s only knee-deep, 
in consequence of which those who use it contract diseases. 


' The editor- urges on the municipal committee of Benares 
the need of cleansing the tank, and remarks that when once 
purified it will remain so for fifty or sixty years. 


The same paper suggests a reform in the system of Govern- 
ment now in force in the British dominions in India, which 
he thinks is inconsistent with the distribution of justice, while 
it is unnecessarily expensive. Under the existing arrange-— 
ments there are 2 Assistant Magistrates, 1 Joint Magistrate, 
1 Magistrate, 1 Deputy Collector, &c., in each city, who, to- 
gether with the establishments attached to their offices, cost 
several thousand rupees’ a month, the burden of which falls 
on the people; while all they have to do is to decide cases; 
which could be settled much more properly and justly with- 
out all this. expense and without the fraud and falsehood so 
common in the English courts of law. For instance, .an Assist- 
ant Magistrate who draws Rs. 800 per mensem, and has an office 
establishment of Rs. 250, decides a few cases of assault, petty 
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thefts, &c., in the course of a month, and even these not 
always justly ; and the same may be said in respect to the other 
officials. Now, all such cases could be very well settled by 
increasing the number of Honorary Magistrates so that each 
mohullah should have an Honorary Magistrate of its own, and 
by investing them with greater powers than those now exercised 
by them. In like manner, the decision of civil suits could 
be intrusted to punches, who are sure to discharge the duty in 
afar better way than the Judges, on account of being fully 
acquainted with the customs and manners of the country, 
possessing local experience, and enjoying other advantages ; a 
remark which applies also to Honorary Magistrates. 


The attention of Government is invited to the suggestion. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette, of the 11th July, 
suggests that, in order to avoid the inconvenience which the 
public is put to on account of being kept uninformed of the 
times at which letters, &c., are received at post-oftices for 
registration, and the changes and alterations made from time 
to time in the postal rules and regulations, the postal autho- 
rities should publish notices of such information and changes 
in vernacular newspapers, a plan which, while it will insure 
much good, will cost nothing, as the editors will gladly pub- 
lish notices of public utility like these in ‘ttt papers free of 
charge. 


_ The Lauh-z-Mah/juz, of the same date, in its local news 
columns, states that the road in mohullah Tumakoo-wallah 
(Moradabad), which passes beneath Moulvie Qasim Ali’s house, 
and was made last year, becomes almost. impassable after 
a shower. The water from all sides and the mud washed off 
with it get collected beneath the tamarind tree, thereby put- 
ting the inhabitants of the mohullah and other persons who 
pass that way to great inconvenience. 


The municipal committee of Moradabad is asked to see. 
to this. ; 
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The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the same date, draws 
attention to the habit in which the officers of Courts are said 
to be of basing their decisions on particular kinds of suits 
on certain assumed principles: without examining both sides 
of the question. or instance, in suits between the zemindar 
and his ryots, some of the officers are apt to take it for grant- 
ed that the former must be the oppressor and the latter the 
agorieved party, and this supposition takes such a strong hold 
on their minds that in all such suits they invariably dismiss 
the claims of the zemindar and give decrees in favour of the 
ryots. The editor considers this to be a mistaken policy, 
and the more so seeing that since Government has begun 
showing special indulgences towards the cultivators, and 
taking a special interest in protecting their rights and privi- 
leges, they set the zemindar’s power at defiance and are ever 
ready to bring a suit against him in Court, on the perfect 
assurance of receiving the aid and countenance of the Court 
in the furtherance of their cause, be it justor unjust. He is, 
therefore, of opinion that in all suits whatever which may 
come up before the Court, it should fully weigh both sides, 
and examine the merits of each particular case, before pass- 
ing a decision. 

_ The same paper complains that, while Government freely 
enhances its land-revenue on the zemindars, it is slow in 
acknowledging their right to raise the jumma on their ryots 
In a similar proportion. Zemindars the settlement of whose 
villages has been completed, and who have been informed of 
the enhanced jumma levied on them, are naturally under the 
impression that the enhancement has been made on the as- 
sumption that they could, in their turn, make a similar in- 
crease in the assessment on their tenants. Unfortunately, 
however, they are often sadly disappointed in their expecta- 
tions, and while the increase imposed upon them by Govern- — 
ment is final and decisive, and one to.which they must submit 
nolens volens, it is quite uncertain whether their claim to en- 
hance the rent of their ryots will be decreed or not. Doubts 
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as to the capabilities of the land, and numerous other objec- 
tions, are raised by’ the Co side and the result is that-the poor 
men lose their suit. j 


‘What a pity it’ is that, while on the one hand the zemin- 
dars have been rendered powerless, and deprived of all'means 
of increasing the income from their. lands, in consequence of 
the right of hereditary tenure and numerous other privileges 
having been allowed to their ryots, on the other, Government 
should forcibly assert its rights over them, and thus com- 
plete their ruin, and leave them zemindars. only in name. 
The poor men patiently submit to the terms dictated to. them, 
and, besides. the heavy. jumma, bear such other additional 
burdens as may be imposed—e. g., the 10 per cent. cess 
which they have to pay without any hope of a single farthing 
being remitted in times of calamity. And yet with all this 


their claims in Court against their ryots are rejected, however 
well-founded they may be. — 


In the editor’s opinion, zemindars ought to have a right 
to enhance the jumma on their ryots proportionately to the 
increase in the Government demand, without being required 
to furnish any proof and without any inquiry being made, 
and it should only be in-case of their wishing to raise it in a 
greater proportion that any question as to the capabilities of 
the land, &c., should be admitted. It is extremely unfair 
that at the time of increasing its jumma Government should 
console the zemindars with the hope that they could raise 


the rents of their ryots in a similar proportion, and } aorwerds 
fail to do justice to them. 


The attention of Government is invited to this. 


The Koh-i-N wr, of the 12th J al y> repeats the oft- sina 
complaint. as.to the weakness and instability of public works 
and the enormous sums of money wasted in their construction. 

- Buildings are erected at a cost of hundreds of thousands. of 
rupees, and soon fall down ; roads- ‘are no sooner metalled than — 
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they become dusty ; bridges are constructed at a vast expense 
and after years of labour, and are swept away ina single 
rainy season, and so on. The editor contrasts the weakness 
of the structures built by the English Government with the 
strength and durability of the edifices built in the time, of the 
former sovereigns, which have survived the ravages of time, 
and exist to the present day as lasting monuments of the 
ancient rulers ; 3 and he sums up his remarks by saying that, were 
the English to leave India, all trace of the works constructed 
in their time would ere long cease to exist. 


This state of things the editor attributes to the sheer in- 
difference of the officers to whom the construction of public 
works is entrusted, and no less so to the apathy of the higher 
authorities, who are ever ready to. countenance and support 
thetr proposals, and connive at their faults and failings. 


_ The attention of Government i is invited to this, and it is 
asked to adopt measures of reform. 


In its correspondence columns, the same paper notices the 
distress brought on the inhabitants of Pathankote, in the Goor- 
daspore District, by the disastrous fires which lately broke out 
there. As many as 20. villages and 240 houses in a single 
village are said to have been burnt. —©" | 

The Majma-ul-Bahrain, of the 18th July, draws attention 
to the bad prac tice so common among the sellers of smoking 
tobacco of mixing carbonate of soda and ashes with it. for the 

sake of profit. The result is that large numbers of persons who 
nse this tobacco are afflicted with various kinds of diseases. 

The editor particularly confines his remarks to the city of 
Loodhianah, where the abuse i is said to prevail to an alarm- 

ing extent; and adds that, on its being formerly brought to 
the notice of the Deputy Commissioner by moans of ‘this 
paper, a strict prohibition was issued by | that officer against 
the practice. 


N otwithstandiny: this, ‘however, the mischievous prac- 
tice is still carried on secretly, and, in the editor’s opinion, 
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it is not likely to be effectually put a stop . to, unless the plan. 
of exacting recognizanges from the sellers of the tobacgo is 
adopted. 


The municipal committee of Loodhianah is asked to see 
to this. 


An Allahabad correspondent of the Benares Akhbar, of 
the 17th July, notices the loss suffered by the public in con- 
sequence of two kinds of weights, viz., kutcha and pucka, ’ 

being current in the city. This gives dealers and merchants 

_ opportunities of cheating ignorant persons by weighing things 
with the kutcha, instead of the pucka seer, the difference be- 
tween the two kinds of seers being }lb. Moreover, besides 
the licensed weights, others of stone, which do not bear the 
stamp, are also employed in order to cheat persons. _ 


The attention of the authorities is invited to this, and they 
are asked to order the currency of only one kind of weight-- 
the kutcha or the acini and to — the use of unlicensed 
weights. 


A. Mirzapore correspondent of the same paper, noticing 
the sinking of a ferry-boat in the Ganges there at Nar Ghat, 
attributes such accidents to the bad practice tolerated by 
ferry contractors of overcrowding the boats, and urges on 


Government the necessity of taking steps for putting a stop 
to the abuse. 


In its local news columns, the same paper repeats com- 
plaints of the harm done by budmashes in the city (Benares). 
Besides being in the habit of practising oppressions on the 
people, they lately went so far as to break, down some of the 
lamps along the public roads. In the editor's, S opinion, unless 
the police are awakened to the need of being attentive to their 

duty by means of punitive measures, there can be no hope of 
the grievance being put a stop to. 


The Oudh Akhbdér, of the 18th July, in “its local news 
columns, states that the vendors of postage stamps in the 
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city (Lucknow) now supply only 31 half anna stamps fora 
rupee, and on being asked the reason, state that they have 
been authorized by Government to charge: a discount at the 
rate of half anna perrupee. [he editor disapproves of this po- 
licy, which, he SAYS, will subject the people to much unneces- 
sary loss. | 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Strachey Gazette, of the 1st July, states, on the autho- 
* rity ofa correspondent, thata daring dacoity recently happened. 
in Kuppoorthulla at midday, and that before any steps could. 
be taken by the State, the dacoits made off, carrying with them 
booty worth Rs, 1,000. The maharajah i is asked to take a 
serious notice of this. 


The Koh-i-Mir, of the 5th July, under the heading “ Raj- 
pootana,” mentions the plundering of four travellers,—one 
Rajpoot and three mahajuns,—by a gang of ten dacoits on the 
Deogurh and Qdeypore road. 


It is also stated that a party of four thieves cut off the 


hands of a Goojur of Deogurh, and then carried away his 
bullocks. 


The same paper states that a magnificent building is being 
erected near the Gwalior Fort, which will be an exact coun- 
terpart of the Government House at Calcutta. At the time 
of the writing of the correspondent who is the authority for 
the news 9,000 men are said to be working at the building. — 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, of the 7th July, repeats com- 
plaints of the frequency of dacoities in Mewar, and wonders 
that the Maharana should take no notice of them. Some time 
ago a dacoity happened near Chittour, of which no trace 
has been discovered ; and another serious case has recently 
happened in Mouzah Buree Koondyan. 


A correspondent of the Rohukhund Akibér, of ii ‘9th 
July, writing from Nowgong, states that for some time past 


( 486 ) 


daccities have been frequent on the road between Jhansie and 
Nowgong, without any steps being taken by the authorities 
for putting a stop to them. | 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 10th J aly, thinks that at a 
time like the present, when the Russians are making a rapid 
advance in Central Asia, Government ought to direct its atten- 
tion to the state of affairs in Affghanistan, which, on the 
whole, is not satisfactory. Misunderstanding has long been 
existing between the Ameer Shere Ali and Yakaob Khan, 
which is sure to bring about very bad consequences; and Go- 
vernment will, therefore, do good, while there is yet timo, to 
set things to rights by managing matters so that all cause of 
discontent between the Ameer and his son may be effectually 
removed. This can only be done by doing full justice to 
Yakoob Khan. He is the oldest son of the Ameer, and has 
done important services for him, and displayed conspicuous 
acts of valour. It was he who conquered Herat, and was in- 
strumental in re-instating his father on the throne of Cabul. 
He also yielded implicit submission to the Government of Lord 
Mayo by giving up all hostile intentions against his father, 
and presenting himself in the attitude of a suppliant before 
him to beg his pardon. 


All this clearly proves that Yakoob Khan is the rightful 
heir to the throne of Cabul, and makes it desirable that Go- 
vernment should support his cause. If this is done, Yakoob 
Khan will remain a staunch friend of Government. 


The Kavi Vashon Sudhd, of the same date, commends the 
pitiable state of a family of antique renown in the history of 
the Punjab, which traces its descent from one Laddha Misra, 
and which, notwithstanding the revolutions of the times, con- 
tinued to be held in high esteem from the time of Maharajah 
Dhroo Dev of Jummoo till the days of Maharajah Runjeet 
Singh, and is famous among the people of the Punjab. Un- 
fortunately, the survivors of this family are now. leading a 
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wretched life at Benares, remote from their native country, 
and deprived of the jagheers conferred 1 in perpetuity on the 
family by the royal dynasty. 


The editor enters into a detail of the ranks and honours 
conferred on the family by Maharajah Dhroo Dev and his suc- 
cessors, and publishes a list of the jagheers granted to it from 
time to time, with full particulars. He concludes by express - 
ing a hope that Government will do justice to the family, and 
restore to it its rights and privileges. 


The Oudh Akhbér, of the 18th July, states that the Chiefs 
of Rajpootana propose to build a serait, to be called Brooke Serait, 
at Mount Aboo, in order to perpetuate the memory of Colonel 
Brooke, the late agent to the Governor-General for Raj- 
pootana, by raising subscriptions among themselves. The 
editor publishes the names of a few of the chiefs who have 


already paid, with the amount of subscription contributed 
given against each. 


COMMERCIAL. 
Railway. — 


The Jabbulpore Samdchdr, of the 1st July, has an article on 
the grievances of railway travellers. The editor begins by 
quoting extracts from a letter of a correspondent who lately 
journeyed by rail from Etarsee ( Hoshungabad) to Allahabad 
and back, in which, after enumerating the benefits derived by 

the people from the railway, he writes as follows :— 


‘¢ [ have observed that at the larger stations the travellers, 
and especially those among them who have their family and 
little children with them, have to suffer much at the hands of the 
railway employés, who purposely cause them trouble and an- 
noyance, simply witb a view to exort something from them. 
‘I can say from personal observation and experience that in 
some cases travellers are kept hanging about the station with- 
out tickets being issued to them for days together, though 
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thete:be no apparent reason for this. Of course ‘those who 
satisfy the ticket-master ean easily get their tickets.” 

‘The writer then’ goes on to describe the inconveniences - 
and pecuniary . losses. to. which the poor travellers are put. 
© Tn the first place,” says he, “when the passengers enter the 
waiting room they are encountered by the sentry at the 
entrance, who will not let them enter unless he is paid his 
due. Then comes thé question of the ticket-master’s demand, 
which must be complied with, else it will be difficult to obtain 
a ticket. After the tickets have been issued, the sentry at 
- thé door on the platform side of the station -will not let the 
travellers pass on to the platform unless he, too, is paid some- 
thing. The poor men have no remedy but to comply with 
this third’ demand also, or else they stand the risk of miss- 
ing the train. When, after encountering all these difficulties, 
they have found their way to the platform, they are surprised 
by the railway coolies, who threaten to take them to the 
luggage-clerk to get their luggage weighed unless their de~ 
mand is satisfied. The poor passengers, having already had 
enough bustling, besides being detained so long at the entrance 

of the waiting room, and at the ticket-window, have hardly 
time or courage left to face their new tyrants, and see no 
resource but to yield to their rapacity and get rid of them also 
by a gift. But their troubles do not end here. Before getting 
into the earriage, they must prepare themselves for another 
eall on their purse, that of the jamadar or his underlings, who 
eheat the poor, ignorant men by promising to procure a seat 
for them in eomfortable and less crowded carriages, or threat~- 


ening to force them into earriages where they would die of 
suffocation.” 


Lo all this the writer professes to have been an eye-wit- 
ness, and a helpless victim likewise, to a certain extent, at 
-Jubbulpore and Allahabad, the two largest stations between 
-Etarsee ‘and Allahabad. On the day the writer arrived at 
the latter he found hundreds-of persons encamped about the 

station, many of whom; -he was tok on enquiry, had been 
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there for the previous three: ainsi without: sare being isgued 
to. them: r" i - eh 


The editor eomeihe that if what the ccieaendiedl writes 
is true, and he has no_ reason to think otherwise, the matter 
calls. for.a prompt action on the part of Government, as well 
as the railway authorities, for putting a stop to.all the abuses 
above described. Of course, what the currespondent says 
cannot be true in respect of every one of. the travellers, but 
there can be no question that many poor and ignorant passen- 
gers are oppressed in the way above described. Having had 
several occasions of journeying by. rail from. the Jubbulpore 
station, the editor has not only been an eye-witness of the trick 
played upon many simple and ignorant passengers by the 

railway peons at. the entrance of the waiting rooms and at the 
platforms, but. was himself called upon several times to con- 
tribute what they call their hugg, and on failing to respond 
to the improper demands, had to submit to insolence and 
abusive language from the sentries, &o. 


The editor goes on to say that to the grievances enume- 
rated by his correspondent must be added those of the over- 
crowding in the carriages, and the refusal on the part of the 
railway employés to unlock the 3rd and 4th class carriages 
should any of the passengers require it for the purpose of satis- 
fying the calls of nature, even at stations where the trains stop 
for a considerable time. Any one who has carefully examined 
the number of passen gers huddled together in the lower class 
carriages can have no hesitation in pronouncing them to be 
precisely in the same condition as sheep penned in a fold. 
Gentlemen travelling in the 1st and 2nd class carriages cannot 
have any idea of the condition of the 3rd and 4th class passen- 
gers.’ In-order to know this fully, the best plan would be for 
- Government or Railway Officers'to travel by the 3rd and 4th 
class carriages, especially at night, when they willthave ample 
‘opportunity of knowing how poor Native’ passengers are 
treated by railway employés, and what. ia are © Planned by 

_ the latter to impose upon them. << - ~~ 
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In coriclusion, the editor sums up briefly the grievancés 
of the travellers by rail, so far as he has been able to ascer- 
tain, and suggests measures for removing them as follows :— 


(a) The difficulty experienced in obtaining tickets, and. 


the cheating practised by the. Railway Police, &e., at the 
larger stations, 


(6) The overcrowding of the 8rd and 4th class carriages, 


(c) Refusal on the part of the railway em ployés to unlock 
the 3rd and 4th class carriages should the passengers desire 
it, even at stations where the trains stup for a long time. 


(2d) Minor grievances, such as not returning the differ- 
ence between the actual price of the ticket issued and the 
amount paid by the receiver of the ticket, wheri, either through 
ignorance or for want of change, he offers more than what is 


due; or issuing a ticket for a nearer station than that for 
which the traveller pays the fare, &c. 


Of these grievances each and all are important and well 
worthy of attention. The editor would suggest, in respect 
of grievance (a), that no sentries be posted at the entrances 
of the waiting-rooms, and, in order to avoid all fear of con- 
fusion on account of the passengers flocking in at the ticket 
distribution window, that there should be more than one 3rd. 
and 4th class waiting-room and as many ticket distributors 
according to the wants of the station. This arrangement is — 
the more necessary at the larger stations and on occasions of 
fairs, &c. A European police officer should also be walking up 
and down the waiting -rooms at the time of the distribution 


of the tickets to see that no cheating is practiced by the ticket- 
master on the passengers. 


As to grievance (6), the rar vonperm ter, or those whose 
duty it is to lock and unlock the carriages, should be strictly 
enjoined to see that no carriage contains more than the pre- 


scribed number of passengers.. Also, some special officer of 
the department should be directed to inspect the carriages 
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when the train arrives at the more important stations, in 


order to see that the rule is not violated. The guards in 
_ charge might with propriety be held responsible for this. 


Grievance (c) does not seem to exist to any perceptible 
extent on the East Indian Railway line ; but on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, and, at any rate, between Bombay 
and Jubbulpore, it is a general complaint—and the editor 
can vouch for it—that the 3rd and 4th class passengers 
when once shut up in their pens, must not expect to get out 
of them, except at the different stations to which they are 
bound. Unlike the Hast Indian Railway officials, those of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway do not think it worth 
their while to attend to the comforts of the poor 3rd and 4th 
class Native passengers in this respect. The writer has per- 
sonally observed that even at the Sohagpore Station, where 
the trains stop for more than 50 minutes to enable the Eu-~ 
ropeans to take their breakfast and tiffin, the poor Natives, 
notwithstanding loud complaints, are seldom, if ever, allowed 
to go out of the carriages to attend to the calls of nature, or 
for purposes of recreation. To remove this grievance requires 
a little more of merciful attention on the part of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway officials than is usually shown by 
them. Since writing this article the editor has come to know 
that it has been mitigated to a certain extent. 


In connection with this, the editor would suggest that 
as for the comforts of the European passengers, so for those 
of the poor Native travellers likewise should the trains be 
made to stay for at least an hour at stations where they arrive 
early in the morning—such as at Etarsee, where the train 
_ stays only for 5 minutes—to enable the latter to attend to the 
calls of nature, and wash thetr hands and face. 


With remand to grievance (d), the only remedy that can 
be suggested would be for a police officer to exercise super- 
vision at the time of the distribution of the tickets, as Bated 
in the treatment of grievance (a). 
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The attention of Government is invited to the above. 


grievances, and it is asked to take prompt steps for removing, 
them. ; = 


¥ 


_. A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr, of the 11th July, 
in giving an account of his journey. by rail from Lucknow 
to Jubbulpore, draws attention to the following points :— 


(a). At the Oonao station the train stops only for 15 
minutes, though on account of Oonao being a large town and 
a district, it would be well if it staid there longer. 


(6). The women travelling in the carriages set’ apart 
for females are put to great inconvenience for want of female 
servants at the stations for supplying water. 


(c). The latrine at the Allahabad station is so built that 
persons using it cannot help seeing one another in a state of 
perfect nudity. The writer wonders that the railway company 
should have tolerated such a gross departure from decency, 


when it could easily be avoided by erecting a wall in front of 
each compartment. 


This complaint was noticed by the Akhbar~-Alam some 


time ago in respect to the latrines at the Hast Indian Railway 
stations generally. 


(dq). At the Jubbulpore station passengers are put to 
great inconvenience on account of coolies not being allowed 
to enter the station. In the writer’s opinion, a limited num- 
ber. of . coolies, with a pass each, should remain at the station, 
as is the case at the Cawnpore and Allahabad stations. 


EDUCATIONAL. | 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette, of the 4th July, 
regrets that, while hulkabundi schools have been opened in 
the different towns and villages in the North-Western Pro- 
vinees for the diffusion of learning among their inhabitants, 
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the people of the town of Ram Ghat, a place of Hindoo pil- 
grimage in the Boolundshuhur distri ct, should be left in 
complete ignorance. - In the writer’s opinion, a taste for edu- 
cation should be created among the people, who consist of 


Brahmins, by inviting the headmen of the town to attend 
some educational committee. 
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